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tors. The amplification elements are arranged in differential
pairs, and the differential pairs are cross-coupled with a fre-
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enhance high-frequency gain. The outputs of the amplifica-
tion elements are combined to provide an output representing
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SYMMETRIC LINEAR EQUALIZATION
CIRCUIT WITH INCREASED GAIN

This application is a continuation of and claims priority to
U.S. Pat. No. 9,148,087 issued Sep. 29, 2015, entitled “Sym-
metric Linear Equalization Circuit with Increased Gain,”
which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety for

all purposes.
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2013, naming Roger Ulrich and Peter Hunt, entitled “Circuits
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for Efficient Detection of Vector Signaling Codes for Chip-
to-Chip Communications using Sums of Differences” (here-
inafter called “Ulrich I7).

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to communications systems
circuits generally, and more particularly to the amplification,
equalization, and frequency compensation of signal receivers
for high-speed multi-wire serial interfaces used for chip-to-
chip communication.

BACKGROUND

In modern digital systems, digital information has to be
processed in a reliable and efficient way. In this context,
digital information is to be understood as information avail-
able in discrete, i.e., discontinuous values. Bits, collection of
bits, but also numbers from a finite set can be used to represent
digital information.

In most chip-to-chip, or device-to-device communication
systems, communication takes place over a plurality of wires
to increase the aggregate bandwidth. A single or pair of these
wires may be referred to as a channel or link and multiple
channels create a communication bus between the electronic
components. At the physical circuitry level, in chip-to-chip
communication systems, buses are typically made of electri-
cal conductors in the package between chips and mother-
boards, on printed circuit boards (“PCBs”’) boards or in cables
and connectors between PCBs. In high frequency applica-
tions, microstrip or stripline PCB traces may be used.

Common methods for transmitting signals over bus wires
include single-ended and differential signaling methods. In
applications requiring high speed communications, those
methods can be further optimized in terms of power con-
sumption and pin-efficiency, especially in high-speed com-
munications. More recently, vector signaling methods as
described in Cronie 1, Cronie 11, and Cronie 111 have been
proposed to further optimize the trade-offs between power
consumption, pin efficiency and noise robustness of chip-to-
chip communication systems. In those vector signaling sys-
tems, the digital information is transformed into a different
representation space in the form of a vector codeword that is
chosen in order to optimize the power consumption, pin-
efficiency and speed trade-offs based on the transmission
channel properties and communication system design con-
straints.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Communications signal receiver circuits providing ampli-
fication and frequency compensation are described, incorpo-
rating particular design features providing increased signal
gain without increased noise, thus an increased signal-to-
noise or SNR ratio. Certain embodiments also provide
improved signal dynamic range and linearity. In some appli-
cations the potential gain increase may be traded off for
extended bandwidth, support for support additional signal
inputs, and/or lower power.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES

FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 1C show three example prior art circuits
illustrating the basic elements of single-ended signal ampli-
fication, differential signal amplification, and differential
amplification with linear frequency-dependent equalization,
respectively.
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FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate aspects of the invention, with
FIG. 2A showing the basic elements of the design and FIG.
2B providing an embodiment of a differential amplifier with
equalization.

FIGS. 3A and 3B show two embodiments using different
approaches that extend the differential amplifier with equal-
ization to support the four signals of an ENRZ vector signal-
ing code receiver.

FIG. 4 illustrates a further embodiment extending the dif-
ferential amplifier with equalization to support the four sig-
nals of an ENRZ vector signaling code receiver.

FIG. 5 shows an embodiment incorporating CMOS tran-
sistor pairs into the differential amplifier with equalization.

FIG. 6 illustrates an embodiment extending the amplifier
with equalization incorporating CMOS transistor pairs to
support the four signals of an ENRZ vector signaling code
receiver.

FIG. 7 illustrates a second embodiment extending the
amplifier with equalization incorporating CMOS transistor
pairs to support the four signals of an ENRZ vector signaling
code receiver.

FIG. 8 illustrates a further embodiment extending the
amplifier with equalization incorporating CMOS transistor
pairs to support the four signals of an ENRZ vector signaling
code receiver.

FIG. 9 shows a complete embodiment of an ENRZ detec-
tor, incorporating three instances of a ENRZ vector signaling
code receiver as shown in FIG. 3A, FIG. 3B, or FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 illustrates an alternate embodiment of the circuit of
FIG. 3A.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A receiver for vector signaling encoded information
accepts multiple wire inputs corresponding to the multiple
components of a codeword. Commonly, different voltage,
current, etc. levels are used for signaling and more than two
levels might be used to represent each codeword element,
such as a ternary signaling code wherein each wire signal has
one of three values. Receivers may incorporate amplification,
frequency-dependent amplification, signal conditioning, and
filtering such as obtained with the continuous time linear
equalization or “CTLE” filtering method. These functions
may be embodied individually, or combined into multifunc-
tion circuits. As will be shown, such multifunction circuits
may reduce power consumption, facilitate improved signal to
noise ratio, increase circuit dynamic range, and/or enable
higher speed signaling.

In accordance with at least one embodiment of the inven-
tion, circuits are described for the efficient equalization and
pre-sample-processing of vector signal coded data transmit-
ted over physical channels such that the signals areresilient to
common mode noise, do not require a common reference at
the transmission and reception points, and can produce a
higher pin efficiency than conventional differential signaling
with relatively low power dissipation for encoding and decod-
ing.

In apractical embodiment, signals may undergo significant
change in amplitude, waveform, and other characteristics
between transmitter and receiver, due to the transmission
characteristics of communications channel. Using one con-
temporary embodiment as an example, 400 mV amplitude
signals at the transmitter may be attenuated by the channel to
less than 20 mV at the receiver, with significantly greater
attenuation at higher frequencies resulting in slow signal
transitions and other distortions. At these low signal ampli-
tudes, receiver noise becomes a significant issue, with the
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inherent noise level of the first amplifier stage often constrain-
ing the achievable signal-to-noise ratio of the overall system.
Receiver dynamic range is also significant, as the same
receiver design expected to operate with high attenuation
signal paths may also be used with extremely short and thus
low attenuation connections.

Basic MOS Amplifier Characteristics

The basic characteristics of MOS transistor amplifiers as
illustrated in FIGS. 1A-1C are well known. FIG. 1A illus-
trates a model of the basic operation of a MOS transistor
amplifier. Supplied with source current Id from a load imped-
ance R;, a transistor with transconductance gm may achieve
a small-signal gain of gmxR;, barring any secondary circuit
effects. If the inherent noise of the transistor is nrms (in RMS
voltage units,) the effective signal-to-noise ratio or SNR is
thus gmxRL;, .. and the current consumption is Id.

In a differential configuration such as shown in FIG. 1B,
the amplification is gmxR,;x(Vg,-Vg,) and the noise is
V2xnrms, leading to a SNR of gmxR, with a current
consumption of 2xId.

FIG. 1C shows a known CTLE model of a differential
amplifier circuit. Its noise characteristics and maximum
achievable gain remain unchanged from the basic differential
amplifier model of FIG. 1B, but the introduction of the par-
allel Rs and Cs combination between the transistor sources
introduces a frequency-dependent gain characteristic, with
gain at low frequencies considerably reduced compared to the
gain at high frequencies, which approaches the maximum
achievable gain value. Other examples of CTLE amplifier
circuits may be found in Tajalli 1.

FIG. 2A illustrates the behavior of a differential amplifier
with CTLE behavior in accordance with at least one aspect of
the invention. Input nodes Vg, and Vg, are coupled not only
to the transistor gates, but also via capacitors Cs to the source
of the opposing pair’s transistor. Effectively, each transistor
thus provides both common-source-mode amplification of'its
gate input signal, while simultaneously providing common-
gate-mode amplification of the other input signal, resulting in
a doubling of the effective gain. In this new configuration, the
maximum achievable amplification is thus 2xgmxR; while
the uncorrelated noise for the transistor pair is V2xnrms,
leading to a SNR of vV2xgmxR, with a current consump-
tion of 2xId.

Thus, the model of FIG. 2A has twice the gain and two
times better SNR with the same current consumption, com-
pared to the known art configuration of FIG. 1C.

A practical embodiment of FIG. 2A is shown in the sche-
matic of FIG. 2B. Differential output signals Outl and Out2
are developed across output resistors R, with the current
sinks at each transistor source setting operating current for the
differential transistor pair.

FIG. 2B illustrates an exemplary circuit for CTLE of ana-
log signals. As illustrated in FIG. 2B, the circuit includes a
first amplification element M1 and a second amplification
element M2. The first and second amplification elements are
arranged in a differential configuration, such as a long-tailed
pair, and they preferably have matched characteristics. The
amplification elements each have an inverting input and a
non-inverting input. In the example of FIG. 2B, the inverting
input is the gate of each transistor, and the non-inverting input
is the source of that transistor. A signal at the transistor gate is
amplified in a common source configuration, and a signal at
the transistor source is amplified in a common gate configu-
ration.

A first signal input is provided at an input node Vg, with a
direct connection to the inverting input of the first amplifica-
tion element M1, and a second signal input is provided at an

N2xnrms

/nrms
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input node Vg, with a direct connection to the inverting input
of the second amplification element M2. There is also a fre-
quency-dependent connection from the first signal input Vg,
to the non-inverting input of the second amplification element
M2. This frequency-dependent connection is made through a
series capacitor with capacitance Cs. In addition, there is
another frequency-dependent connection from the second
signal input Vg, to the non-inverting input of the first ampli-
fication element M1. This frequency-dependent connection is
also made through a series capacitor with capacitance Cs.
These frequency-dependent connections increase the gain of
the differential amplification provided by the first and second
amplification elements, particularly at high frequencies.

In an alternative embodiment (not illustrated), the roles of
the inverting and non-inverting inputs of the amplification
elements are reversed. In such an embodiment, the first signal
input Vg, is provided with a direct connection to the non-
inverting input of the first amplification element M1, and a
second signal input Vg, is provided with a direct connection
to the non-inverting input of the second amplification element
M2. There is also a frequency-dependent connection from the
first signal input Vg, to the inverting input of the second
amplification element M2, and another frequency-dependent
connection from the second signal input Vg, to the inverting
input of the first amplification element M1. Thus, the fre-
quency-dependent connections utilize the opposite amplifi-
cation element input from the direct connections, resulting in
increased gain.

The frequency-dependent CTLE characteristics may be
computed in a similar manner as with a conventional CTLE
design. Generally, Cs in an embodiment such as shown in
FIG. 2B will be approximately twice as large as Cs in a
conventional embodiment such as that of FIG. 1C. The addi-
tional input capacitance of the transistor gate paralleled with
Cs may be an issue in some applications, but is generally
tractable for typical values of input impedance and CTLE
pole-zero frequency. In one system design using the new
embodiment, increased gains of 3-6 dB were seen over con-
ventional designs depending on the characteristics of external
circuitry. It will be apparent to one familiar with the art that,
as with known equalization circuits, the frequency-determin-
ing Cs/Rs combination may be extended to networks of mul-
tiple pole-zero pairs, and that one or more of the frequency-
determining elements may be represented by effective circuit
impedance at a node, parasitic capacitance at a node, etc.
Extensions to Support ENRZ

Ensemble NRZ (also know as ENRZ or H4 code) is a
proprietary vector signaling code providing significant ben-
efits over conventional NRZ and differential pair operation.
As described in [Fox IV], ENRZ encodes three bits of infor-
mation over four wires, using all possible permutations of the
signal vectors (+1, —1/3, -1/3, -1/3) and (-1, .+1/3, +1/3,
+1/3). Thus, ENRZ is a balanced quaternary code, although
any single codeword uses only two of the four possible signal
levels. The balanced codewords give ENRZ desirable
pseudo-differential characteristics, including low SSO noise,
induced noise immunity, and reference-less receiver opera-
tion.

The [Ulrich I] reference describes use of extended differ-
ential amplifier circuits to perform analog computations on
vector signaling code signals as part of code detection. Ana-
log computation circuits for decoding ENRZ vector codes
perform calculations of the form shown in Equation 1 where
J, K, L, M are variables representing the symbol values of the
four input signals values.

R=(J+L)-(K+M) (Eqn. 1)
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It may be noted that applying three instances of Equation 1
with different permutations of receive signal input values to
the four variables is sufficient to detect each code word of
ENRZ. As one example and without limitation, the input
permutations producing the three results R, R, R, based on
Equations 2, 3 and 4 are sufficient to unambiguously identify
each code word of vector signaling code ENRZ as repre-
sented by receive signal input values A, B, C, D. As these
equations describe linear combinations using only sums and
differences, it will be apparent that other equivalent equa-
tions, as one example presenting a sum of two differences,
may be produced using normal arithmetic factoring and
grouping operations.

Ro=(4+C)-(B+D) (Eqn. 2)
R,=(C+D)—(4+B) (Eqn. 3)
R,=(C+B)-(D+4) (Eqn. 4)

Architecturally, it is convenient to perform such detection
operations at or near the receiver input, and high speed capa-
bility requires an efficient, high performance embodiment. In
accordance with at least one aspect of the invention, a two
input differential input circuit such as shown in FIG. 2B may
be extended to provide such analog computation capability
suitable for ENRZ detection or detection of other vector
signaling codes with similar characteristics.

The embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3A incorporates two
distinct instances of the differential input stages of FIG. 2B,
with paralleled input pairs M1/M2 and M3/M4 each accept-
ing two inputs, Vg,/Vg, and Vg,/Vg, respectively, using the
direct plus capacitive input method of the previous example
on each of the four inputs. As each differential pair computes
the analog difference of its inputs, and paralleling two such
pairs with acommon load results in an output representing the
sum of the two differential pair signals, the resulting outputs
Outl and Out2 represent the uninverted and inverted results
of the equation

(Vg,-Ve)+(Vgs-Vga)

In this first ENRZ configuration, the maximum amplifica-
tion is 2xgmxR,; and the noise is 2xnrms, leading to a SNR of
gmxR,, . withacurrent consumption of 4xId. Compared to
well-known ENRZ CTLE circuits, the embodiment of FIG.
3A has twice the gain and V2 better SNR with the same
current consumption.

Thus, in the example of FIG. 3A, a circuit includes a first
amplification element (M1) and a second amplification ele-
ment (M2) with matched characteristics in a differential con-
figuration, and a third amplification element (M3) and a
fourth amplification element with matched characteristics in
a differential configuration. Each of these amplification ele-
ments has a first input (e.g., the gate) and a second input (e.g.,
the source). A first load impedance (e.g., a resistor with resis-
tance RL) is shared by the first amplification element and
third amplification element, and an output node Out1 is pro-
vided for obtaining a signal at the first load impedance. A
second load impedance is shared by the second amplification
element and fourth amplification element, and an output node
Out2 is provided for obtaining a signal at the second load
impedance. A first signal input Vg, , second signal input Vg,
third signal input Vg;, and fourth signal input Vg,, each
directly connect to a first input of the corresponding first,
second, third, and fourth amplification elements, respec-
tively. There is also a frequency-dependent connection of the
first, second, third, and fourth signal inputs to the second
input of the second, first, fourth, and third amplification ele-
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ments, respectively. Through these connections, the signal
obtained at the first and second load impedances represents
inverted and non-inverted sums of differences of the input
signals.

An alternative embodiment providing equivalent ENRZ
CTLE functionality is illustrated in FIG. 3B, where two
inputs Vg, and Vg, are connected to the gates of transistors
M1 and M2, while the second two inputs Vg, and Vg, are
connected via input capacitors Cs to the sources of transistors
M, and M, . In this alternative ENRZ configuration, the maxi-
mum amplification is gmxR; and the noise is V2xnrms, lead-
ing to a SNR of gmxR;; /2,,,-ms With a current consumption of
2xId. Thus, the power consumption is half that of the embodi-
ment of FIG. 3A. Compared to well-known ENRZ CTLE
circuits, the embodiment of FIG. 3B has lower power con-
sumption, reduced gain and noise, as well as a simpler circuit
topology.

Another alternative embodiment providing equivalent
ENRZ CLTE functionality is illustrated in FIG. 10, which has
the same basic structure and performance characteristics as
the circuit of FIG. 3A, but with the inputs via input capacitors
Cs connecting to the same side of the other differential pair.

A system embodiment of an ENRZ detector using three
instances of the circuit of FIG. 3A is illustrated in FIG. 9.
Each of identical ENRZ CTLE elements 910, 920, and 930
are as described in FIG. 3A. Inputs A, B, C, D are received
wire signals from four wires carrying ENRZ signals, and are
connected to 910, 920, and 930 as described by Equations 2,
3,and 4. For purposes of clarity, the permuted input signals A,
B, C, and D are redundantly labeled to the left of elements 920
and 930 in parenthesis. Three sets of differential outputs
ModelH/Modell,, Mode2H/Mode2l., and Mode3H/
Mode3L are produced and in a preferred embodiment will
represent the three bits of data encoded in the ENRZ signals.

Equivalent embodiments may also be obtained by incor-
porating three identical instances of any of the circuits of FIG.
3B, FIG. 8 or FIG. 10 as elements 910, 920, and 930 of FIG.
9

The circuit of FIG. 3B includes a first amplification ele-
ment (M1) and a second amplification element (M2) with
matched characteristics in a differential configuration. Each
of these amplification elements has a first input and a second
input, e.g. a gate and a source. A first load impedance, such as
a resistor with resistance R;, is provided for the first ampli-
fication element, and a second load impedance for the second
amplification element. A first signal input node Vg, and a
second signal input node Vg,, are each directly connected to
a first input of the corresponding first and second amplifica-
tion elements. A third signal input Vg, is connected to the
second input of the second amplification element, and a
fourth signal input Vg, is connected to the second input of the
first amplification element. The signal obtained at the output
nodes Outl and Out2 at the first and second load impedances
represents inverted and non-inverted sums of differences of
the input signals. One familiar with the art may note that the
gain from inputs Vg, and Vg, can potentially differ from that
from inputs Vg; and Vg, as the former are direct inputs to
transistor gate inputs of common source amplifiers, while the
latter are capacitively coupled to the transistor sources of
common gate amplifiers. In practical embodiments this issue
is moot, as these imbalances are quite small for typical input
frequency ranges and CTLE frequency/gain profiles. Also,
multiple iterations of the sum of difference computation are
typically performed, as one example with different orderings
of input signals as described by Equations 2, 3, and 4, and
subsequent interpretation of these multiple results tends to
mitigate any potential imbalance.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

A further embodiment as shown in FIG. 4 illustrates an
alternate topology providing both direct gate input and
capacitively coupled source connection of each input signal.
However, where the circuit of FIG. 3A made the latter con-
nection to the transistor on the opposite side of the same
differential pair, the circuit of FIG. 4 connects to the transistor
on the opposite side of the other differential pair. This func-
tionally equivalent but topologically distinct embodiment
provides additional symmetry, which may facilitate layout
and/or reduce potential circuit imbalances.

Complementary Gain Stages

FIG. 5 shows another embodiment of a differential ampli-
fier with equalization, where each of the amplification ele-
ments is a set of complimentary MOS (CMOS) transistors. In
accordance with the earlier examples, each input connects not
only to the differential transistor gates, but also via capacitors
Cs to the opposing differential transistor’s source or drain in
a fully symmetric manner. Because of the complementary
nature of the P- and N-channel transistors in each set, they
both provide common source amplification of their gate input
signals, with their output currents effectively in parallel.
Thus, differential outputs Outl and Out2 are developed
across load resistor Rd. Intypical designs, the value of Rd will
be approximately twice the value of R;, in the previous
examples to obtain comparable gain. As with the previous
designs, the combinations of Cs and Rs set the pole and zero
frequencies of the CTLE function.

Although PMOS transistors may have poorer high-fre-
quency characteristics than their equivalent NMOS transis-
tors in some integrated circuit processes, this constraint does
not provide an absolute limit on overall circuit performance.
Overall frequency response of this circuit in a practical
embodiment is approximately an interpolation between the
native frequency characteristics of its component P- and
N-MOS transistors, and those frequency characteristics are
also much closer to parity in current integrated circuit pro-
cesses.

This circuit has also been extensively analyzed for linearity
issues, and has been found to be somewhat better than known
art designs, where cutoff of one of the single input transistors
introduces clipping.

Further Extensions

One familiar with the art will recognize that the same
approaches previously shown in FIGS. 3A-3C to extend the
basic designs of FIGS. 2A and 2B to support ENRZ code may
also be applied to the design of FIG. 5. One such embodiment
is illustrated in FIG. 6, which applies the approach described
in FIG. 3A to the circuit of FIG. 5 to support the four inputs of
an ENRZ receiver. A second such embodiment is illustrated in
FIG. 7, which applies the approach described in FIG. 3B to
the circuit of FIG. 5 to support the four inputs of an ENRZ
receiver.

A further embodiment shown in FIG. 8 combines the
complementary transistor differential amplifiers of FIG. 5,
the ENRZ detecting sum-of-differences computation of FI1G.
3 A, and the symmetrical cross-coupling of FIG. 4. In FIG. 8,
a first amplification element is made up of a set M1/M2 of
complementary MOS transistors, and a second amplification
element is made up of a se M3/M4 of complementary MOS
transistors. The first and second amplification elements have
matched characteristics and are arranged in a differential
configuration. A third amplification element is made up of a
set M7/M8 of complementary MOS transistors, and a fourth
amplification element is made up of a set M5/M6 of comple-
mentary MOS transistors. The third and fourth amplification
elements have matched characteristics and are arranged in a
differential configuration. Each of the first, second, third, and
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fourth amplification elements has a first input and a second
input. For example, the first input of an amplification element
may include one or more gates in a complementary MOS
transistor pair, while the second input of an amplification pair
may include one or more sources of the complementary MOS
transistor pair. It should be noted that the terms “first input”
and “second input” are mere labels of convenience, so the
“first input” can be a transistor source, while the “second
input” can be a transistor gate.

A first load impedance is shared by the first amplification
element and third amplification element, and a second load
impedance is shared by the second amplification element and
fourth amplification element. First, second, third, and fourth
signal inputnodes (Vg,, Vg,, Vg, Vg,, respectively) each are
directly connected to a first input of the corresponding first,
second, third, and fourth amplification elements, respec-
tively. There is also a frequency-dependent connection of the
first, second, third, and fourth signal inputs to the second
input of the fourth, third, second, and first amplification ele-
ments, respectively. The signals obtained by the first output
node Outl at the first load impedance and by the second
output node Out2 at the second load impedance represent
inverted and non-inverted sums of differences of the input
signals. Other known techniques for introducing frequency-
dependent gain into an amplifier circuit are also directly
applicable to the described embodiments. As one example,
the load resistance described herein may optionally be com-
prised of a combination of resistance and inductance, or
inductance alone, to provide additional high-frequency gain
peaking or bandwidth extension.

The principles described herein may be extended to cir-
cuits employing various numbers of differential pairs and
employing different topologies of frequency-dependent cou-
plings. In some embodiments, an analog computation circuit
includes at least two differential pairs of amplification ele-
ments. The amplification elements may include, for example,
individual MOS transistors or CMOS amplifier pairs. Each of
the amplification elements has an inverting input and a non-
inverting input. In some embodiments, the inverting input is
an input at a gate of an NMOS transistor, while the non-
inverting input is an input at the source of the NMSOS tran-
sistor.

Each of the differential pairs of amplification elements
includes a first amplification element and a second amplifi-
cation element. The first amplification elements have outputs
connected to a first differential summing output node, and the
second amplification elements have outputs connected to a
second differential summing output node. In some embodi-
ments, the differential summing output nodes are connected
to respective load impedance. In such embodiments, the volt-
age across the load resistor has a value that reflects of a sum
of outputs of the connected amplification elements. In other
embodiments, the differential summing output nodes could
be connected to a current mirror or other circuitry adapted to
provide an output that reflects a sum of the outputs of the
connected amplification elements.

The analog computation circuit is further provided with a
plurality of gain-enhancing couplings, such as capacitive
couplings. These capacitive couplings fall under two groups:
a first plurality and second plurality of gain-enhancing
capacitive couplings. Each of the first plurality of gain-en-
hancing capacitive couplings connects the inverting input of
one of the first amplification elements with the non-inverting
input of one of the second amplification elements. Each of the
second plurality of gain-enhancing capacitive couplings con-
nects the inverting input of one of the second amplification
elements with the non-inverting input of one of the first ampli-
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fication elements. These couplings operate to enhance the
gain of the analog computation circuit because each input is
represented twice in the output of the analog computation
circuit: first as an inverting input that reduces the output at one
of the output nodes, and second (through the coupling) as a
non-inverting input that increases the output at the opposite
output node.

The gain-enhancing capacitive couplings can be connected
in various arrangements. In some embodiments, each of first
and second plurality of capacitive couplings is connected
between amplification elements in the same differential pair,
as illustrated in FIG. 3A and FIG. 6. In other embodiments,
each of the first and second plurality of capacitive couplings
is connected between amplification elements in different dif-
ferential pairs. As illustrated in FIG. 4 and FIG. 8. In other
embodiments, some of the capacitive couplings are con-
nected within a differential pair and other capacitive cou-
plings are connected across different differential pairs. In one
such embodiment, the couplings are connected in a cyclic
coupling configuration, as illustrated in FIG. 10.

Preferably, each of the inverting inputs is coupled with a
unique non-inverting input. That is, each of the inverting
inputs of the first amplification elements is connected through
one of the first plurality of capacitive couplings with the
non-inverting input of a respective second amplification ele-
ment, and conversely, each of the inverting inputs of the
second amplification elements is connected through one of
the second plurality of capacitive couplings with the non-
inverting input of a respective first amplification element.

The analog computation circuit further includes a plurality
of signal input nodes. In some embodiments, each of the
signal input nodes has a direct connection to the inverting
input of a respective one of the amplification elements. In
other embodiments, each ofthe signal input nodes has a direct
connection to the non-inverting input of a respective one of
the amplification elements.

In some embodiments, the analog computation circuits
described herein are employed in a vector signal decoder. As
described above, the ENRZ vector code encodes three bits of
information over four wires, using all possible permutations
of the signal vectors (+1, -1/3, -1/3, -1/3) and (-1, +1/3,
+1/3, +1/3). Where the voltages on the four wires are repre-
sented as (A, B, C, D), each of the analog computation circuits
can decode one bit of the three-bit code by performing one of
the operations described in Equations 2-4, above. Three such
circuits operate in parallel on different permutations of the
input voltages to return the values of R,, R, and R,. An
exemplary vector signal decoder is illustrated in FIG. 9.

Mention of particular vector signaling codes such as ENRZ
in the examples herein are made for purposes of explanation,
and are not limiting. Circuits and circuit design elements
described herein may be utilized to amplify, equalize, and/or
detect signals representing other codes. One familiar with the
art will recognize that circuits and circuit design elements
described herein may be readily combined with known art to
produce further embodiments of the invention.

I claim:

1. A method comprising:

receiving first and second input signals at non-inverting

inputs of first and second amplifier elements, respec-
tively, the first and second input signals corresponding to
symbols of'a codeword;

cross-coupling the first and second input signals to fre-

quency-dependent inverting inputs of the second and
first amplifier elements, respectively; and,

generating an amplified codeword identification signal

using the first and second amplifier elements, the first
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and second amplifier elements providing a gain corre-
sponding to a combination of common-source gain and
common-gate gain, the common-source gain applied to
the non-inverting inputs and the common-gate gain
applied to the inverting inputs, the amplified codeword
identification signal used at least in part to determine a
set of output bits represented by the symbols of the
codeword.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the symbols have values
selected from a set of at least three values.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the first and second
input signals are each cross-coupled to the frequency-depen-
dent inverting inputs via respective series capacitors.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the first and second
amplifier elements are MOS transistors.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein the first and second
input signals are received from a multi-wire bus.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first and second
amplifier elements are arranged in a differential amplifier
configuration.
7. The method of claim 1, wherein the amplified codeword
identification signal is part of a set of amplified codeword
identification signals used to fully determine the set of output
bits.
8. A method comprising:
receiving first and third input signals at respective non-
inverting inputs of a first pair of amplifier elements
within a first amplifier branch connected to a first load
impedance element, the first and third input signals cor-
responding to symbols of a codeword of a vector signal-
ing code;
receiving second and fourth input signals at respective
non-inverting inputs of a second pair of amplifier ele-
ments within a second amplifier branch connected to a
second load impedance element, the second and fourth
signals corresponding to symbols of the codeword;

cross-coupling the first and third input signals to respective
frequency-dependent inverting inputs of the second pair
of amplifier elements;

cross-coupling the second and fourth input signals to

respective frequency-dependent inverting inputs of the
first pair of amplifier elements;

generating an amplified codeword identification signal

using the first and second amplifier branches, the first
and second amplifier branches providing a gain corre-
sponding to a combination of common-source gain and
common-gate gain, the common-source gain applied to
the non-inverting inputs and the common-gate gain
applied to the inverting inputs, the amplified codeword
identification signal used at least in part to determine a
set of output bits represented by the symbols of the
codeword.
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9. The method of claim 8, wherein the vector signaling
code is an H4 code.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the codeword is a
permutation of a vector £{1 -1/3 -1/3 -1/3}.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein the amplified code-
word identification signal is part of a set of amplified code-
word identifications signals used to determine the set of out-
put bits.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein a set of three ampli-
fied codeword identification results are used to fully deter-
mine the set of output bits.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the first, second, third
and fourth input signals are received via a multi-wire bus.

14. An apparatus comprising:

first and second amplifier elements configured to (i) receive
first and second input signals at non-inverting inputs,
respectively, and (ii) cross-couple the first and second
input signals to frequency-dependent inverting inputs of
the second and first amplifier elements, respectively, the
first and second input signals corresponding to symbols
of a codeword; and,

apair ofload impedance elements connected to the first and
second amplifier elements configured to generate an
amplified codeword identification signal, the first and
second amplifier elements configured to provide a gain
corresponding to a combination of common-source gain
and common-gate gain, the common-source gain
applied to the non-inverting inputs and the common-gate
gain applied to the frequency-dependent inverting
inputs, the amplified codeword identification signal used
at least in part to determine a set of output bits repre-
sented by the symbols of the codeword.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the symbols have
values selected from a set of at least three values.

16. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the first and second
input signals are cross-coupled to the frequency-dependent
inverting inputs via series capacitors.

17. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the first and second
amplifier elements are MOS transistors.

18. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the first and second
input signals are received via a multi-wire bus.

19. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the first and second
amplifier elements are arranged in a differential amplifier
configuration.

20. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the amplified code-
word identification signal is part of a set of amplified code-
word identifications signals used to fully determine the set of
output bits.



